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Dear Jerry,

I am a non-Life Master who is
truly enjoying the duplicate expe-
rience, but a hand I recently held
at my local club was not much fun.

My right-hand opponent opened
a weak 24. With my balanced
17 HCP, including a spade stopper,
I decided to overcall 2NT. When
partner leaped to 5 ¢ holding
seven of them and a weak hand,
the result was not very pretty. He
insisted my bid was the unusual
notrump, showing the minors.
Worse yet, my opponents agreed.
Help!

BD

Hi BD,

I am happy you are enjoying dupli-
cate and equally happy that I have -
a few things to say that may make
you feel better rather than worse.

The only thing I would consider as
unusual about your 2NT bid would

be if you are notoriously a poor card
holder. You were 100% correct and the
other three players were at least 100%
wrong, especially if they were loud in
announcing their completely errone-
ous opinions.
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When the opponents’ bids show
strength, options to consume space
with preemptive actions are desirable.
When the opponents’ bids show weak-
ness, we should be more concerned
with the ability to show strength.

As a basic premise, there can never
be preemptive actions by members of
opposing sides on the same deal.

Perhaps there is a clue in my use
of the word “never” which I try never
(oops) to use.

If my RHO were to open 1, I pre-
fer to play two-level jump overcalls as
weak, and three-level jump overcalls
as still weak, with perhaps a longer
suit or better shape. In addition, if
RHO opens 1%, I would use a jump
to 2NT as “unusual,” showing at least
five cards in each minor suit. This is
consistent with my comments above,
since one-level bids by the opponents
make a statement of some reasonable
values.

If RHO opens 2%, a jump overcall
to 3# is no longer a weak bid; it is an
intermediate-strength (a good 14 to 17
HCP) constructive action, showing a
good six-card or longer suit. A typical
hand:

AAKJI073 W86 #AK4 &93

On a similar basis, when your RHO
opened 2, showing weakness, your
2NT bid should be a good 15 to 18
HCP with at least one stopper in the
heart suit. After this natural bid, it is
best to play “systems on” (Stayman,
transfers, etc.), just like you play
after opening INT.

You exercised good judgment at the

table, which is more than I can say for
your three opponents. Oh, that’s right,
one of them was actually supposed to

“be on your side! a
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