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Newer Players

Ask Jerry

BY JERRY HELMS
askjerry@jerryhelms.com
jerryhelms.com

Dear Jerry,
My partner and I had the follow-
ing auction in our local club game:

1¢ 1v
1A 2NT
3v Pass!

Iwas under the impression

that my 3¥ bid was forcing and
partner had to bid again. Partner
thought that when I raised her
original suit to the cheapestlevel,
it was simply a preference to play
in heartsinstead of 2NT. Soismy
3¥ rebid forcing or not?

Andy

Hi Andy,

For starters, I have long been on record
suggesting that you should strive to
define your bids to reach the best game
or slam, rather than trying to stop on
adime in a perfect partscore. So the
answer is ... your bid was forcing.

Let’s take each bid and define its
meaning at the time it occurred, to
logically reach a conclusion as to why
responder should bid again.

14 : Usually four or more diamonds
(97.2% of the time — we can discuss
that in another article). It shows
about 12-20 points, not forcing.

1¥: Four or more hearts, usually 6
or more points, forcing.

1#: This one-level rebid defines
values somewhere from abad 12
points up to and including 18 points.
Typically, it shows exactly four
spades (rarely five). Not forcing, how-
ever responder should strain to find
another bid.

2NT: Responder’s rebid suggests
11-12 points, constructive and invi-
tational. Four or five hearts with a
stopper in the unbid suit.

At this point, opener has become
the captain, because responder has
made arebid that limits the hand toa
narrow range of strength.

Opener’s s

From here, which rebids by opener
are forcing and which are not? It’s
apparent your partnership was not on
firm ground here.

Nonforeing actions:

* Pass. That’s the easy way to settle

for partscore.

* Rebid his original suit, showing
6+ diamonds, four spades and
minimum values.

Forcing actions:

* A new suit. A distributional hand
shortin hearts, with extra values.

* Raise opener’s first suit.

Let’s consider a possible hand for
opener in this auction:

AMAKxx YAxx ®AJ10xx dbx.

With 16 gilt-edged HCP, opposite
10-12, game values exist, but which
game to play is in question. Respond-
er could hold any of the following:

D AT4 YKO752 K54 &AT2

econd rebid: forcing?

AQ4 YKJI75 #Q54 &KJ109
G A974 YKQJI5 #K54 &Q72

49,
3NT.

V5474972 0On aclublead, either of
these contracts look better than 3NT.
If opener holds a weak hand with

three-card heart support, pass. Itis
illogical for opener to bid to the three
level in hearts with three-card sup-
port and minimum values, when re-
sponder could hold four lousy hearts.
Despite the obvious lack of agree-
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ment, partner should have applied
ASBAF: All Strange Bids Are Forcing.
If at any point your partner makes a
bid and you are unsure what it means,
the answer is ASBAF! @

Let me ask you

how would you play
this hand?

IMPs scoring. As South, you are
declaring 3NT in an uncontested
auction. The opening lead is the
W), which you cover with the ¥Q
and that holds the trick.
What is the best line of play?
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