Newer Players

Dear Jerry,
As dealer, I held the following
hand:

AAJ V98765432 45 SAT.

Idid not know what to do and the
opinions offered by the club experts
ranged from pass to all numbers of
heart opening bids. What would you
do?

Hardly Heartless

46 Bridge Bulletin August 2014

Dear Har-Har,

Iwould do what I often recommend
and actually do myself: When noth-
ing appeals, consider the alternatives
and choose the least bad. A portion of
this would also be resolved by using Al
Roth’s admonition from the ’50s which
went something like this: Always plan
a second bid before you choose a first.

. Pass. If you pass, would you be
comfortable responding to an
opening bid by partner or making
any type of overcall if the oppo-
nents are the ones in the auction?
Partneris unlikely to picture your
playing strength or two quick
tricks after an original pass. Ifit’s
the opponents who bid, do you
really want to suggest a heart lead
by making a simple overcall? After
passing, does this look like a pre-
emptive jump overcall?

. 2¥. Thisshows 5 to 11 points, but
suggests a good six-card suit. Do I
need to say more?

. 3¥.Less than an opening bid, sug-
gesting a seven-card suit, imply-
ing more offensive potential than
defensive potential.

4V, Certainly you have enough
hearts, but not the right type of suit
texture, not to mention two quick
tricks on the side.

. 1¥. This suggests five or more
hearts of any variety and two or
more quick tricks. If you're a fan of
the “Suggestion of 22,” this hand is
close to an opening bid. To refresh
your memory about this guideline,
count your high-card points and
add to this the length of your two
longest suits. Provided that num-
ber is 20 or greater, and if you have
two or more quick tricks, you have
a one-level opening bid. While this
hand doesn’t quite reach the 20
part, 19 is awfully close!

1%, while flawed, is the action that
most closely resembles the cards you
hold. It's useful to remember that an
opening one-bid makes a statement
about certain aspects of suit quantity,
but provides no information regarding
suit quality. This hand does contain the
quantity of five or more hearts, and the
quantity of two or more quick tricks. In
my mind, this is enough strength to jus-
tify an opening bid in lieu of any of the
other alternatives. It’s the “least lie.”

If your partner responds, your plan
is to make minimum rebids in hearts
to convey the extra length held without
indicating extra strength. If the oppo-
nents intervene and ultimately buy the
contract, and partner chooses to make
a penalty double, he may not be thrilled
with your heart holding if he leads it,
but he should not be disappointed with
your two outside defensive tricks. =




