Jerry Helms

Dear Jerry,

My partner and I have played
bridge for many years but we are
relatively new to duplicate. We
think we play and defend reason-
ably well, but our results often
suggest we don’t. We read and
take lessons but are obviously
missing something. Can you sug-
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which specific actions led to either
their good or bad results. To all of m;
students, I recommend the following
Each player should keep a private
score and accurately record the re-
sults of every hand played. In the
“Points Estimated” column next to
each result, record a guesstimate of
how well you scored on this deal. At
first, it can be as simple as T for top,
G for good, B for bad, and a zero for
the worst possible result. As you gain
experience, refine it to a numerical
scale where 4 is top, 2 is average, with
halves available for ambivalence. At
the conclusion of a game, add up your
scores and find out whether you think
you finished above or below average.
If a hand record is available, grab it!

4% making 4, which you estimated
as dead average, but your actual
score was significantly below aver-
age. Were you “fixed” by an abnormal
action by the opponents who reached
:Ise their direc-
Nere there plus
n by defeat-
1e bid and
? Unless
do you
know?

By doing these estimates on each
board, then comparing to your actual
results, you can greatly enhance the
learning process. You may determine
that declarer play is the biggest prob-
lem, or your bidding or your defense
or (worse) perhaps all facets need
improvement. By following my advice
and Eli’s, the sessions you play can be
productive regardless of whether you
score well.

Ely also said, “A further advantage



