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Dear Jerry,

We were taught never to open
INT when holding a five-card
major or when holding a semi-
balanced hand containing two
doubletons. ' '
tended one ..
came back -
should alte
tried to ex) -
would pref

Suzi

MNanw Qi

I have addressed this subject in this
column and continue to pontificate
about this apparently confusing issue
in every seminar that I conduct. Let’s
start with a pair of Jerry-isms:

bid is often the least-
L bad alternative. y
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With 16 HCP, plus a good five-card
suit, your hand is clearly medium
strength. If you opt to open 19,
would you be shocked if partner re-
sponded 147? Over 14, what rebid
did you have planned? Let’s consider
the options:

INT: an underbid, suggesting 12-14

points.

2NT: an overbid, suggesting 18-19
points.
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both an underbid in terms

card suit.

- correct on values, but guaran-
tees a six-card or longer suit.

. the bid for the ultra-scientific
community, who “never” open
INT with a five-card major. Are
you comfortable with this as a
descriptive rebid?
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On each hand, a simple but
ful decision to open INT, whi
possibly flawed, is clearly a b
start than the alternatives. I s
hope this helps. -



