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Dear Jerry,

When my partner opens in a
major suit, [ know the point-count
ranges I need to raise, but I am
not sure about how many trumps
I need.

Partner opened 1A, and I raised
to 3A with:

AAQS8 VK6 4972 &J7653.

Partner bid 4, which made, but
was my bid correct?
Limit Raise Nancy

Dear LRN,

at the two level shows about 10 or
more points and is forcing. If opener
rebids 2, you could invite to game
by raising to 3#. You did not make a
limit raise right away, so you are not
promising four-card support.

A popular modern style (Two Over
One Game Forcing) is to treat a
new-suit response at the two level
as forcing to game. If that is your
partnership style, you don’t have
enough to respond 2 ¢ with this hand
and commit the partnership to game.
To avoid making a limit raise with
three-card support in this system, you
need to adjust the meaning of a INT

response to an opening major-suit bid.

Instead of using INT to show 6-10
points without support for the major

continue like this:

tween three- and four-card support
when making an invitational raise.
Obviously it didn’t matter in your
case: Partner made 4 & despite only
three-card support. When opener has
a close decision, however, knowing
there will be four trumps in dummy
can make a difference. Consider the
following hands:

Partner You
AMK7542 AAQS
VYVA9T4 Y K6
®AJD €972

o 10 FJ7653

Partner has a close decision after
you make an invitational raise to 3 #.
If partner bids 4, it is unlikely to
make. But if we give dummy a fourth
trump:
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