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Dear Jerry, TI
My partner and I have been try- Bm(
ing to improve our slam bidding. bid: N
We are a little confused about poss
when to cuebid as opposed to s1de_ C -
using some form of Blackwood to gnd;
ask for aces. Any advice? -
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In 1933, Easley Blackwood invented S A
the convention that still bears his
name. The 4NT/5NT bids asking about
the quantity of aces and kings held
was intended for use after the bidding

for slam conslderation. ‘I'ne mtent
of Blackwood was to employ it after
an intelligent bidding sequence, to
discover if the partnership was miss-
ing too many aces. The convention is
often abused and used as facilitation
instead of a failsafe.

Partner opens 14 and you hold:
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However, change responder’s hand to:

14
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Whlch still 1ncludes exactly one ace.
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the power and fit for slam consid-
eration. The cuebids of 44 and 5
clarify that neither player controls
diamonds. Note that Blackwood by
responder would not get the job done
since despite holding 33 high-card
points, the defenders can still beat a

and the auction can develop this way:

ith diamonds.
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