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Dear Jerry, 
After partner opens a strong (15 

to 17 HCP) 1 T, do you have any 
suggestions .'egarding the possible 
treatments of3eYe,3.,3. and 
3.? 

I would appreciate hearing from 
you, 

Thomas 

Hi Thomas, 
There are multiple po ible mean­

ing that can be a signed to these 
actions. Your level of experience is 
relevant as is your desire for more 
ophi ticated but potentially memory­

draining methods. As in most ca es, 
any agreement is superior to no 
agre ment! 

For newer player, [ suggest that 
any three-level jump be defined as a 
natural slam try, guaranteeing a ix­
card or longer suit. 

For the next level of experi­
ence,/our-suit transfers - where 
responder's 2. shows clubs, and 
2 T shows diamonds - provide a 
worthwhile step forward. (I know you 
asked about three-Ie el actions, but 
bear with me.) This treatment may be 
used by responder with any strength. 
Holding a weak hand with long clubs, 
for example, r ponder bids 2. and 
pa e when partner bid clubs. With 
lammi h ambition, responder bids a 

new suit after opener bids clubs. With 
an invitational hand that contain 
long clubs, such a : 

.[03 .872 .J4 eYe QI0853, 

you can't really be surc what to do 
after opener bid clubs. You might 
be cold for "NT, or 3 eYe may be high 
enough. [fpartner has high club 
honors (the king, in this case), 3NT 
is a sensible action. How do you find 
out? Some pairs agree to play that if 
opener likes the implied suit (clubs), 
he "accept" by bidding 3eYe dir ctly. 
With no fit for responder' uit, he 
uses the in-between step of 2 1. Re­
sponder can continue a he pleases. 

Playing four-suit transfers, one 
popular scheme for the three-level 
bids is this: 

.:.	 3eYe = 5-5 in both minor, weak 

.:. 3. = 5-5 in both minors, game 
forcing 

.:. 3. = 5-5 in both majors, invita­
tional 

.:.	 3. = 5-5 in both major, game 
forcing 

With an invitational hand that's 5-5 
in the minors, take your best guess. 
Treat it as weak, or treat it as forcing. 
Usually when the play is over, you 
will be 100% sure which you should 
have picked! With a weak 5-5 in the 
majors, either pick one to transfer 
into and pass, or play some form of 
"rolling Stayman." Jt works like this: 

Opener Responder 
I	 T 2 eYe 
2. 2. 
? 

Thi equence requires opener to 
pass or correct to spades. It never 

invite game. 
Tru t me, there are many olher
 

agreements that are pas ible that have
 
a great deal of technical merit. In my
 
regular partner hip, we have exotic
 
agreements for each of these bids,
 
and 0 far, we have both managed to
 
remember them! Pick anything that
 
make sense to you and your partner
 
and play it until you recognize a need
 
for something more.
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