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Dear Jerry, 
What does it mean when partner 

opens 2. or 2. in fourth seat'! 
Su an 

Dear 'u an, 
Even though this ounds lik a 

brok n record, partner hip agreement 
i key! One thing that you should 
alway keep in mind in can ITllcting 
a bidding syst In i that you do not 
need two ways to bid an identical 
hand. What r II w i my prefer­
ence, the agreement I have in regular 
partner hip and, perhap' mar im­
portant, the logic. 

In fourth position, you should not 
open the bidding unles you have 
a reasonable cxpe tancy of a plus 
c reo This hould eliminate for 

can ideration any minimal w ak 
two-bid that you might have opt d 
for in fir I, second or Ihird po ition. 
With thi understanding, I playa 
fourth-seat weak two-bid to ugge't 
10-13 high-card poinl and a good 
ix-card uit with value that would 

not accept a Drury game invitation 
from re ponder. The following hand 
are good examples: 

• K Q J 105 J • J 6 • Q J 8 4tQ 3 

.Q7 .AQJ852 .J1043 4tK 

Nole Ihat each of these h'lI1d have 
excellent playing strength, but lack 
quick tricks. In fourth 'eat, left-hand 
opponent pa s coupled with RHO's 
failure to open in third seat where 
I ight action are common, marks 
partner with a fair shar of outstand­
ing alue. You want to be in the 
auction in a manner that i construc­
tivelyobstructive! onstructively, 
responder will be forewarned that 
open I' may po e a lot of "quacks" 
(que n and jacks) and not go over­
board" ith hi near-opening bid. The 
obstructed oppon nt mu t choose 
whether to enter the auction at the 
two or thr level. 

Incidentally, note that both 
examples fit the Rule of 15 that his­
torically ha provided a i tance for 
fourth-seat aClions. s a review, the 
Rule of 15 - sometime called the 
Pear on Point Count - is a guideline 
thaI works phenomenally well when 
deciding wh Iher to op n the bid­
ding or pas Ihe deal out. The Rule: 
In fourth seat, count your high-card 
point and add to thi th number 
of spades held. If the um of these 
equals 1- or more, open the bidding. 
Ifnot,pa . Examples: 

.A654 .9 .A7653 4tK84 

-Ieven Hep plus four pade 
equal 15, a open th bidding I •. 

.7 .A864 .A9873 "'K85 

Still II H P, but only one spade, 
ther fore 12 P arson Points. Mr. Pear­
son would tell au to pass. 

The logic behind Ihis guideline: 
When values are evenly divided as 
they seem to be after three pa se 
the side with spades holds advantage. 
If your side ha a pade fit, the op­
ponent must alway. push to a higher 
level if they wi h to compete. If ou 
hold pade lenglh and the opponent 
de lare a spade contract you ha 
defen e and a better chance of going 
plu. 0 
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• Lawrence••••
•• With thi i sue, we conclude Ihe 
• discus ion of takeoul double ..
••• Two example will help bring 
• home the m::Jin noinls. 


